
1  

E.A.R.S = Events And Resources Statewide 

February 2020  

Volume 12, Issue 3  

Save the Date 

• Family Event...February 8 

• Family Event….February 23 

• EHDI meeting….March 8-10 

• Mom’s Night Inn….April 25-26 

• Family Event….May 2nd  

• Advocacy Class….May 16 

• National Parks trip...May 22-25 

• SuperHEARo 5k….May 30 

• Preschool Institute….June 7-12 

• Camp Lions….starting June 21 

Illinois Guide By Your Side (GBYS) 

Carrie Balian, Program Coordinator 

Phone: (224) 343-1873 

Email: ilhvgbys@gmail.com  

Web: www.ilhandsandvoices.org/GBYS 

Illinois Hands & Voices 
(H&V) 

 President Contact:  

Andrea Marwah 

Phone: (630) 697-3544  

Email:  

ilhandsandvoices@gmail.com   

Web: 
www.ilhandsandvoices.org 

Journey of my Dreams 

Many of us on our parenting journey didn’t have all the information and tools at our fingertips 

when we started our path raising children who are deaf and hard of hearing.  But somehow and at 

some point we found our way, made connections, found assistance and support and then may of 

even felt drawn to serve others who were embarking down the same road.  I know for me that was 

a key driving point for leading our state Guide By Your Side (GBYS) program.   

When our state was considering parent to parent support you can bet I made time for those meet-

ings and gave my suggestions because I was determined to see the program embark and succeed.  

So, naturally when the conversation led to the two options of do we invest in a national model or 

create our own I pushed for them to pursue in investing in the Hands & Voices GBYS program.  Here 

we are celebrating our ten-year anniversary this past year and I am so proud of our program and 

thankful for those that helped make this program a reality for Illinois. 

The national GBYS program continues to grow and strengthen numerous leaders by offering ongo-

ing educational opportunities, connections via social media, resources within the national website, 

technical assistance points of contact, a “Guide’s Guide” manual, the ability for leaders to come to-

gether to share success and work through challenges and the capacity for programs to request from 

each other resources or mate-

rials to unique situations or 

specific languages.  These are 

some of the many perks of 

being connected to a national 

model.  We don’t have to re-

invent the wheel!  Instead we 

can collaborate, learn and 

grow together.  I am so grate-

ful for the leaders I get to 

share this journey with. 

Over the past 10 years our IL 

GBYS program has developed 

over 40 guides, served over 

750 families, participated in 

over 100 team trainings and 

provided over 300 outreach 

opportunities all while being 

an “opt in” program.  Mean-

ing we don’t receive referrals 

directly from any one point of 

contact from the state.  We 

worked hard to get our name 

out, provide events and make 

connections so that others 

(Continued on page 20) 
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This newsletter was produced by Illinois Hands & Voices, 

Guide By Your Side in collaboration with:  
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We experienced such a blessing back In October.  My son, Eli, had the opportunity to partici-

pate in a social media campaign with the National Hockey League.  The intended message was, 

“Hockey is for everyone.”  Eli has played hockey for 8 seasons as a goalie for various teams.  

For one week every summer, he has attended a camp 

with The American Hearing-Impaired Hockey Associa-

tion (AHIHA) in the northwest suburbs.  AHIHA is a 

hockey camp for all children who are deaf/hard-of-

hearing throughout the United States.  It was through 

this connection that the president of AHIHA, Kevin 

Delaney, told Eli about the opportunity.  Eli met and 

taught hockey related 

signs to NHL players, for 

a video that would air 

on social media sites such as Instagram, Twitter and Face-

Book at the start of the new hockey season. It was an incredi-

bly special experience.  One that Eli will no doubt remember 

forever.  

#HockeyIsForEveryone 

Learn more about Deaf/Hard of hearing hockey at AHIHA.org 

Written by Alison Rollins 

Two communities with the same love for hockey  

Filling a need 

My daughter, Rebekah, has unilateral microtia-atresia, a condition where her left ear did 

not fully develop in utero. Her ear canal is closed, making her deaf in one ear. She wears a 

BAHA (bone anchored hearing aid), a hearing aid that helps her hear better. In our journey 

with microtia, I’ve discovered a need for a well-designed children's book to help hard of 

hearing children navigate the unique challenges they face. In preparation for Rebekah 

starting preschool this fall, I created a customized book to help her gain tools in self-

advocacy for the use of her device and to feel 

empowered in the midst of her differences. 

Several months ago we started calling her BA-

HA a superpower and it has had a huge impact 

on the excitement and self-image that she has 

around her device. When we turn it on, Rebek-

ah proclaims proudly "Superpowers ignite!" We also know that kids will inevitably have ques-

tions, and this resource gives the skills to help navigate those conversations. Rebekah now 

knows that the questions are going to come and how to address them in a confident way. We 

launched a kickstarter to help cover the initial costs of the book and making it possible for oth-

er kiddos to get the book. Because of the kickstarter we were able to donate 30 books to Lurie's Children's Audiology Department to dis-

tribute to other kiddos with microtia, as well as one for each of Rebekah's classmates for her first 4 years of school. The book is now avail-

able for purchase on lulu.com (link below). I also have the dream of creating a version featuring a kiddo with a Cochlear implant and be-

hind the ear hearing aid.  

  

Here's the link of the kickstarter:   https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/rebekahssuperpower/rebekahs-superpower 

Here's a link to purchase the book: http://www.lulu.com/shop/emma-bilyk/rebekahs-superpower/paperback/product-24298130.html 

Written by Emma Bilyk 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hockeyisforeveryone?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBB0hsOei7UJJVlAupElkrBbIDLoQveK-e1jHYDEdhY0JfE2kMrRAneOoq2Zw92MHKLDv3B1sfbz9j1qL2uEDXJ7R0ZAIOuxQnrZAKkIZmf8dPTPziqZWUHYrV7aAFbKhSSbY8ydu5adhpXl-CFL1lg5paKbIl
http://AHIHA.org/?fbclid=IwAR1dN0nrJO94aRYMAc-MQrzAJhXDHv2blvjvco9puiqMtqCTHA4eii1j4I4
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/rebekahssuperpower/rebekahs-superpower
http://www.lulu.com/shop/emma-bilyk/rebekahs-superpower/paperback/product-24298130.html
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The Paramount Theatre in Aurora announces that 

there will be two certified sign interpreters translat-

ing all dialogue and lyrics into American Sign Lan-

guage at the following performances: 

The Secret of my Success – Friday, March 27, 

2020 at 8 p.m. 

Kinky Boots – Friday, June 12, 2020 at 8 p.m. 

Group discounts are available for just 10 or 

more.  Student groups of 10 or more pay just $20/

ticket for these performances.  Contact Joel for 

more information.  

Email: JoelF@paramountarts.com or call 

630.723.2470.  

ASL Interpreted Theatre Shows 
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Melissa Bair, one of the event coordinators, can be contacted at               

melissabair28@gmail.com.  Reservations are needed by Feb. 28. 

This is not being hosted by IL Hands & Voices. 
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Looking for a great way to help IL Hands & Voices?  

No time to run to the store for cards? 

No time to do a scrapbook of your kids? 

Looking for a unique iPhone cover? 

Illinois Hands & Voices has a solution: SendOutCards! Not only do we use this 

service for our non-profit organization, we are offering it to our members and 

families.  For every subscription, IL Hands & Voices receives a percentage.  

With SendOutCards, you can create customized greeting cards that can also 

include gift cards, books and gifts as well. The company prints and sends out the 

cards through US mail. You can upload your handwriting font and signature 

too!   

      SendOutCards can also help you create: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices  

Check it 

out! 

Illinois Hands & Voices and 

Guide By Your Side participate 

in various fundraisers to sup-

port and enhance these organi 

- 

 

 

 

-zations.  If you are interested in making a  tax 

deductible donation  contact Andrea Marwah at 

(877) 350-4556 or email her at ilhan-

sandvoies@gmail.com.  
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• Custom photo mugs 

• iPhone and iPad covers 

• Scrap book and photo books 

• Posters 

• Canvas prints   

• Metal prints 

• Postcards 

• And much, much more 

could help us reach families looking for free one on one support 

and resources from one of our trained Parent Guides.  

I am so blessed to have been the leader since the inception of our 

IL GBYS program in May 2009.  I am proud of our guides and can’t 

help but smile when I think about the friends I have met through 

this journey.  I am grateful for the guidance and resources that the 

national program provides us with and the ability for us to work 

smarter not harder.  Above all I am in awe of the connections I 

have made at the countless individuals who are constantly brain-

storming on how we can improve our programs and services in 

Illinois for families who have children who are deaf and hard of 

hearing.  Thank you for your dedication and relentless spirit.  

The beauty of it all is that I know my family has grown stronger 

and experienced more than we would of if my heart, mind and soul 

were not open to possibilities.  Unbiased support and resources 

from Hands & Voices has given that to me. 

Written by Carrie Balian, Coordinator of IL HV GBYS  

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices
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Stay up to date by following 

Illinois Hands & Voices on 

FaceBook and Instagram  

Do you or your child 

have something to 

share?  A new 

adventure or an 

accomplishment?  

They can be a part of 

our next newsletter!  

Stories can be 

submitted to 

ilhvgbys@gmail.com  
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Illinois EARS  
Guide By Your Side is the result of a collaborative effort between 

the following: IL Hands & Voices and the IL Early Hearing Detection 

& Intervention (EHDI) Program. 

Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side does not support or endorse any specific organization, communication or amplification choice.  

The information in this newsletter is to simply share with families and professionals the resources and events available to them.  


